2011-2012 COSMIC Symphony

Young Artist Competition

Guidelines

Mission The primary mission of this competition is to foster the musical development of young people in the Southern Maryland area.  The secondary mission is to provide the opportunity to local student musicians to perform a concerto with a live orchestra.
Eligibility Students residing in the tri-county area (St. Mary’s, Calvert or Charles counties) who have not reached their 18th birthday by October 1 2011 are eligible for the Junior Division.  Young adult musicians residing in the tri-county area, who are between the ages of 18 and 25 as of October 1 2011, are eligible for the Senior Division.  Musicians need not be members of COSMIC Symphony; all are strongly encouraged to audition.  Neither junior nor senior contestants may be under professional management.
Auditions Auditions will be held on December 7, 2011.  Solo musicians must play from memory in the audition as well as in the final performances.  Ensembles may use their music in the audition and in the final performances.
Fees A non-refundable processing fee of $25, payable to COSMIC, must be included with the application.

Awards Winners in both divisions will perform in COSMIC Symphony’s Family Concerts on March 3 at Great Mills High School, Great Mills, and March 4 at Southern High School, Harwood.  Winners in both categories will also receive savings bonds:
 1st place - $100, 2nd place - $50, and 3rd place - $25.

Rules 

1. Applications must be postmarked no later than November 15 and should be sent to:
Young Artist Competition

COSMIC Symphony

PO Box 1323

California, MD  20619

2. To arrange for hand delivery of audition application, please contact Jackie Hahn at 410-326-6082 or orchestra@cosmicmusic.org.  Hand delivery must be made by November 15.
3. Audition repertoire is enclosed.  Instrumentalists should choose one selection from their instrument category.  Singers should choose three contrasting works from the vocal category.  Any selections not on the enclosed list MUST be approved by the COSMIC Music Director prior to the audition.  Contact Jackie Hahn at 410-326-6082 or orchestra@cosmicmusic.org for more information.
4. Applicants should be prepared to play the piece they wish to perform in its entirety at the audition.  For example, if they wish to perform a single movement of a concerto, only that movement is required at the audition.  If they wish to perform the entire concerto, all movements must be played at the audition.

5. Applicants may audition as soloists as well as in an ensemble. 
6. Selected works by ensembles MUST be approved by the Music Director. Contact Jackie Hahn for verification.
7. Solo applicants must perform the work from memory at the audition.  No exceptions will be made. Memorization is not required for ensembles.  
8. Winners in either category may not audition for the competition again until after the concert season following their performance.  (For example, the winner for 2010/2011 cannot audition again until the 2012/2013 season.)

9. Applicants must provide a legal copy of their solo part for judges – photocopies are not permissable.

10. Applicants must provide their own piano accompanist for the audition.  Piano soloists need not provide an accompanist.
11. Applicants should arrive 15 minutes prior to their assigned audition time.  A warm-up room will be available.

12. This is a closed audition.  Only the judges, contestant and accompanist may be present during the live audition.  Written comments will be provided by the judges.  The judges reserve the right NOT to award first prize or any other prize.

13. Names of the winners will be posted on the COSMIC website, www.cosmicmusic.org and will be featured on all press materials leading up to the event.  All participants will receive written notification of the results and a certificate of participation following the audition.

14. Winners must be available to rehearse with COSMIC as needed during the January and February rehearsals.

15. Winners must be available to perform both the March 3 and 4 concerts.

16. Winners must prepare a brief biography for the concert program and press releases by December 31.  Winners may also provide a photograph for inclusion in the concert program and press releases.
17. Formal concert dress must be worn by the winners during the performances.






